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In an article in ERIC Digest No. 20 entitled “Cooperative Learning in Social Studies Education: What Does the Research Say?” the author tells of his/her cooperative learning research in an elementary school social studies classroom setting.  The author states his/her research shows that cooperative learning helps multicultural awareness and cross-ethnic relationships, interpersonal racial prejudice, and a prosocial attitude.  The article concludes stating that cooperative learning can be a promising method by which social studies teachers can accomplish two goals at once:  promoting a multicultural perspective in students and academically helping students reach a common goal.

This article leads me to believe that the samples used were all completely select samples, based on the simple fact that single classrooms were used in the study solely for the sake of convenience.   Due to the fact that the teacher reporting the findings only used one classroom for the experiment is the prime indicator of which type of sample was used.  None of the other methods could have been used in this particular study.  The children did not volunteer for the study, because they were in the classroom setting with or without their consent.  The classroom setting was not randomized for this study, and there is no statement in the article about the ethnic groups, and numbers of students in each group.
